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AGENDA 
WELCOME ADDRESS  
SESSION #1: TALKING TO CHILDREN  
CAROLINE LEEK Impact & evidence. Explaining cancer in age-appropriate ways 
PROF ALISON METCALFE Talking to children around inherited cancers 
PARENT PANEL  What kids want to know. Examples of good communication 

SESSION #2: supporting CHILDREN  
CAROLINE PENNEY Understanding the emotions behind children's behaviours, esp teens 
PENNY PHILLIPS Tools & strategies to seek children's reasons behind behaviours 
DR SARAH HELTON Supporting neurodivergent kids 
PARENT PANEL  Creative ways to support kids. Specific support for adoptive kids 

SESSION #3: Life As a family 
CATHY KEARNEY Parenting styles & relationships with co-parent after diagnosis 
SAM PETRIE  Strategies to use when parenting with uncertainty 
PARENT PANEL Challenges of being a parent with cancer, including single parenting 

SESSION #4: life outside of the family 
HANNAH DILLON How schools can help parents and families. Engaging with schools 
NIKITA BASSI  
LISA YOUNG 

Supporting children’s mental well-being at school 

KATE WELLS 
CEINWEN GILES 
LAUREN EAMES 
REBECCA NICHOLLS 
EMMA OSBORNE 

 3rd sector support.  
Ruth Strauss Foundation 
Shine Cancer Support 
The Osborne Trust 
Maggie’s Centres 

PARENT PANEL Benefits of reaching for help from schools and the cancer community  

SESSION #5: parenting in palliative care 
PROF CHERITH SEMPLE Supporting HCPs & parents to talk to their kids about dying 
CAROLINE JUBB  Laws, polices, and processes to be in place when a parent is dying. 
JODY SPARGO 
KAROLINA GORDON 
AMY MCKOWEON 
ANGELA CLEARY 

St Joseph's Hospice: Elephant Kit 
Apart of Me App 
Ruth Strauss HCP training 

PARENT PANEL Improving the experience of parenting in palliative care?  

SESSION #6: new ideas and practices 
AMY HARPER Yeovil Hospital’s parent packs 
VIC KESSELL Examples of supporting children in the clinic 
CAROLINE LEEK & 
PENNY PHILLIPS 

Parenting with cancer coaching 

Conclusions and closing address 
 

Lunch |graphic facilitator |Stands from supporting Charities 

Sponsored by RM Partners Cancer Alliance, Macmillan, national lottery community fund & fruit fly collective  


